[Historical development of the European legislation on chemicals].
The development of the European legislation on chemicals must be viewed against the background of general developments in politics and society. Chemical accidents have played a triggering role, especially the catastrophe at Seveso in 1976. As a response, the "Seveso Directives" 82/501/EEC, 96/82/EEC, and 2003/105/EEC were passed. This also promoted general intentions to better comply with chemical hazards. The very first initiative of European institutions considering chemical compounds dates back to 1967 with Directive 67/548/EEC. Its amendments were later developed into the core of European legislation on chemicals. Other important fields of European legislation concerning chemicals, which were developed further, are environmental protection, consumer protection and occupational safety.